THE ORIENTAL PRATINCOLE G7areo7a ma7divarum IN BALl

SPECIES ACCQUNTS
Included in the species accounts is information on relative
abundance, distribution, breeding rec6rda and chronology,
and behavioural notes, where relevant. For the abundance
rating,
"common" indicates that the species would usually
be encountered in the course of a day in appropriate
habitat;
"uncommon" indicates that the species would be
occasionally encountered,
in appropriate habitats, over a
period of several days or weeks.

By Victor Mason
(First draft received 5 May 1987)
On 22 November 1983, Frank Jarvis and I observed a flock of
Oriental Pratincoles in flight and on the ground, at
Sidakarya
near
Sanur
in South
Bali
(co-ordinates
115 deg 14', 8 deg 43'S). The flock remained in the area
until 27 December and consisted of about 300 birds, all of
which appeared to be adult with black-bordered throats.

The following habitat symbols are used against each species
S
swamp forest, k
mature kerangas, k
young kerangas,
FP = fire-padang scrub, L
Ladang, Cf = coastal fringe, G
= Grass swamp, C = cultivated land. Both edge and aerial
species are included within these classes. Rivers are
considered part of swamp forest.
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Oriental Darter Anhinga me1anogaster S, Cf, G
Uncommon. Found singly along all the major rivers,
regularly at the coast, also in groups of 2 or 3.

On
16
November 1986, Morten Strange
observed
and
photographed a flock of 106, flying south along the Prapat
Agung peninsula of Bali Barat National Park. They were
about 500 meters in from the coast, fairly
high and
calling continuously.
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Finally, on 17 December 1986, Peter Lansley reported
flying north at Suwung (near Sidikarya, op cit.).

Dusky-Grey Heron Ardea sumatrana Cf
Recorded only once, a single bird at the coast near the
Arutebal river, on 16 August. Being a bird of mud flats and
nipa (Batchelor 1959, Smythies 1981), this species is
probably not found south of the Arutebal
river on the
western side of the point.
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea S,G
Uncommon. Usually seen singly in riparian edge and
swamp.

It seems likely that this species has been overlooked on
Bali in the past, and that it is a regular passage migrant
with a variable transit period.
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Little Heron Butorides striatus S, Cf, G
Common. Recorded along the main river systems and along the
coastal mud flats and mangrove.

THE LONG-LEGGED PRATINCOLE Sti7tia isabe77a IN BALI

Large Egret Egretta a7ba Cf,G
Recorded three times, single birds in the Sekonyer river
headwaters grass swamp, and the estuaries of the Buluh
Besar and Buluh Kecil rivers. This species is believed to
breed in the 'bird lake' south of the Buluh Besar river
(Galdlikas et.a7 1985), but evidence of a large still
active breeding population is lacking.
Common Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax S
Recorded only once, along the Sekonyer river
Lengkuas on 3 July.
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Black Bittern Dupetor 'f1avico1Us G
Recorded only once, two separate birds along the upper
reaches of the Sekonyer river in grass swamp and Pandanus
edge, on 4 August. As this sighting is too early for
migrant birds (see Nash and Nash 1986), these birds may
represent a resident population.
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By K.D. Bishop
(Received 8 October 1987)
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6 July 1987, two adult Long-legged Pratincoles Sti7tia
were observed on grass sward surrounding the
runway of Denpasar airport in Bali. Th& long legs,
upright
stance,
pale brown colouration and long wings in relation
to the tail were diagnostic. The birds were seen only on
the ground. The observer is familiar with both this species
and the superficially similar Oriental Pratincole G7areo7a
ma7divarum. This appears to be the first record for Bali,
although not unexpected in view of earlier records from
both Java and Borneo.
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