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NEW AND INTERESTING RECORDS OF BIRDS IN WALLACEA 

by 
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Introduction 

During ten years (1981-1990) of birdwatching throughout the islands of Wallacea, I have 
accumulated a number of records which supplement and compliment information 
presented in White & Bruce's (1986) annotated checklist of the birds of this region and in 
subsequent publications. With the impending publication of a handguide to the birds of 
the region (Bishop & Coates in prep), it was considered important to document these 
observations prior to their inclusion in such a publication. 

Unless otherwise stated, all records under individual species accounts represent new island, 
archipelago and/or regional records. White & Bruce (1986) in some instances failed to 
define the location within a given island group where a species had been recorded. For 
example, Talaud is not an island but a group of three islands: Karakelong, Kabruang and 
Salebabu, in addition to a number of small islets. Similarly, the Banggai Islands are 
composed of Peleng, Banggai and Labobo islands in addition to small islets. Some records 
are therefore included here in order to define more exactly species' distributions within 
such island groups. Other records extend the known dates of migrants in Wallacea, or 
present breeding records. Unless otherwise stated, all records are the author's. Additional 
records are cited by observer's initials (see acknowledgements). 

The paper is presented in three parts. Part I presents seabird records, other than those 
from Gunung Api; the breeding colony of this island has been described by de Korte (1984, 
1991), and an update will appear in a later paper (Bishop, in prep.). Part II covers 
miscellaneous observations from the larger islands, while Part III provides preliminary lists 
of birds of small islands for which no ornithological data exist. 

Figure 1 shows the main island groups of Wallacea; the co-ordinates will assist in the 
identification of localities that are too small to depict at small scale. Cd-ordinates of 
named localities are derived from Anon (1982) or, failing that, by reference to the series 
ONC 1:1,000,000 topographic maps. 

Nomenclature follows the KUKILA checklist. For the sake of brevity, the frequently cited 
White & Bruce (1986) is abbreviated to 'W & B 1986' in the species accounts. Dates of 
records are given either under the individual species accounts, or under the introduction to 
each island where the date of visit is recorded. 
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FIRST SIGHTING OF PIED BUSH-CHAT IN SUMATRA 

by 

Yus Rusila Noor 

(final draft received 5 May 1992) 

On 1 April 1991 at approximately 16.00, a single adult male Pied Bush-chat Saxicola 
caprata was observed near the PHPA guard post at Simpang Malaka, Berbak Game 
Reserve, Jambi Province, Sumatra (104°0<l'E, 10Z4'N). The bird was seen well, perching on 
the top of a bush and moving around locally in open vegetation dominated by Gleichenia sp 
and Pandanus helicopus, about 25 m from the Simpang Malaka river. It was studied in 
bright sunlight at a range of 10m for about 30 minutes, using 8 x 30 binoculars. The 
species is well known to the author from Java (Rusila 1990) and Sumba (Zieren et al. 
1990), and was readily identified by its black plumage (upperparts, underparts, head, tail, 
bill and legs) with a white patch on the wings and tail coverts. 

The range of the Pied Bush-chat extends from the Middle East to S.W. China, south 
through the Philippines and Sulawesi to Java, and east to New Guinea, inhabiting open 
country. There is no previous record from Sumatra, nor is it recorded from the Malay 
Peninsula and Borneo, except for a single record in Brunei in December (Vowles 1985); 
[two specimens, a male and female, are labelled "Borneo" without details (Smythies 1957)]. 
Most populations are resident, although those in the north of the Indian sub-continent are 
described as partial migrants or subject to local movement (Ali & Ripley 1973). It is 
suspected that the present record represents a vagrant from Java; further records should be 
sought from Sumatra. A colleague has reported a single male Pied Bush-chat at the same 
site on 3 February 1992, presumably the same bird. 
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Figure 1. Records of White-winged Wood Duck in the Sun danese region 
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Open squ ares ind icate pre-1940 or undated records, open circles 1940-1980 records a nd 
solid circles post-1 980 records. Records thought to be unreliable are excluded. 
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